
 

 

 30th November 2021             MEDIA RELEASE 
Spying on a Silver Platter, a Matter of National Security 

We are exposing our defence and surveillance assets on a silver platter for all to see. 
 
Our Navy warships and Border Force vessels have been clearly visible to any member of the public 
worldwide. 
 
Yes, Chinese spy ships on our doorstep are of great concern with their muscle flexing and what extra 
information they would be trying to glean with their sophisticated technology.  
 
However, anyone can sit in the comfort of their lounge room on the other side of the world and see exactly 
where every one of our Navy warships and Border Force vessels are at any time through a $7- to $20 app 
on their phone. 
 
“Not only do these app’s show you where vessels are but they also allow anyone to track them. You can 
set them to send you email and text notifications of their every movement, virtually allowing anyone to 
keep their finger on the pulse of our strategic maritime assets. This must stop” says Dan McCarthy, 
spokesman for Regional Australia Party. 
 
You can get a notification when they leave port, when they anchor, where they arrive at their next port 
and when they are out of action on the slip for maintenance. With minimal effort anyone can work out 
exactly where all our Navy and Border Force surveillance vessels are at any given movement. 
 
I’ll also point out you can’t see Chinese warships as are Not visible on these same phone apps. 
 
“Government does have the capability to turn this tracking off permanently and I have written to 
Defence Minister Peter Dutton asking him to do exactly that” says McCarthy. 
 
From time-to-time defence does go into silent mode’ with vessel tracking as they did during operation 
Talisman Sabre, and as they would during wartime. 
 
However, there is a more common hideous threat in Far North Qld that we must ensure we aren’t aiding 
by default with the visibility of our defence assets. 
 
 “Drug and people smugglers, gun runners and others with mischievous intent have been well known to 
utilise the Top End and Torres Strait. It is critical we aren’t alerting them to the whereabouts of our 
patrol vessels” says McCarthy. 
 
“As a marina myself I certainly appreciate the safety aspect and having AIS tracking vessels, I use it only 
a daily basis when I am at sea but I draw the line here. 
There is no need for public monitoring of our Navy and Border Force fleets. 
Defence captains and crew are trained to the highest standards and  
Defence can track their ships covertly” says McCarthy. 
 

Bill Bates   Secretary 


